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Hub’s resilience dashboard updated and rolling out across Australia 
 

 An Australian-first online tool capturing the factors contributing to community resilience in the face 
of extreme climate events such as droughts, bushfires, and floods has proved so valuable that it’s 
expanding across the country.  

Last year, University of Canberra researcher Jacki Schirmer led a team from across the Hub partner 
organisations to develop the Early Insights for More Resilient Communities Dashboard for NSW.  

Now a new and improved dashboard is expanding into Western Australia, Tasmania, the Northern 
Territory and Victoria.  

Hub Director Cindy Cassidy said she’s excited about the expansion which is the result of a great piece 
of collaboration with Drought Resilience and Adoption Hubs in those states and territories.  

“The dashboard was developed after identifying a big gap in the ability to pinpoint changes in 
community well-being,” she said.  

“We could see that consecutive natural hazard events meant there was little time for people and 
services to recover before starting preparations for the next one. It was taking a huge toll on 
communities.”  

Since it launched publicly in June 2024, the Early Insights for More Resilient Communities Dashboard 
has been a reliable source of evidence about what’s happening on the ground in rural NSW, allowing 
users to visualise their social, environmental and economic resilience.  

The online platform has an inbuilt set of indicators to track resilience across nine domains, involving 
gauging measures such as school attendance, community wellbeing, and access to trades, which all 
help to identify community resilience pressure points.  

“Those early warning signals reflecting changes in resilience allow service providers, and local, state 
and federal governments, to mobilise and take action where it’s really going to have an impact,” 
Cindy Cassidy said.  
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“The real data generated by this tool is turning complex lived experiences into something actionable. 
It’s helping regional people understand how they’re tracking and how they might prepare for what 
comes next.  

“The overwhelming response and enthusiasm from our communities, as well as state and local 
governments, in using the dashboard, encouraged us to explore its expansion interstate. However, 
it’s more than just geographic expansion – for the first time, this expanded tool is going to also 
provide agriculturally relevant metrics and data.”  

This new iteration of the Early Insights for More Resilient Communities Dashboard includes up to 10 
new state-specific indicators and up to 10 new national indicators. It includes updated datasets 
current to 2025, for example the 2025 Regional Wellbeing Survey (one of the data sources for the 
dashboard) now includes questions about the challenges of working in Australian agriculture.  

Director of the South-West WA Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub, Dr Jo Wisdom, 
said that the state faces unique challenges when it comes to building drought and climate resilience.  

“By joining the Early Insights project, SW WA Hub can bring in regionally relevant data and indicators 
that give us a clearer picture of how our communities are coping, and where extra support is 
needed,” Dr Wisdom said.  

“This will help ensure resources and strategies are targeted where they can make the greatest 
impact.”  

Liana Williams, Lead Knowledge Broker with the Tasmanian Drought Resilience Adoption and 
Innovation Hub (TAS Farm Innovation Hub), said the dashboard will be refined for Tasmania before 
being up and running locally by mid-2026.  

“We see the dashboard as an important tool to help understand where communities are at in terms 
of their resilience, and how this broader context relates to farm resilience,” she said.  

“Having the ability to tailor the tool and dashboard to ensure it is relevant and meaningful for 
Tasmania will help the Hub and other stakeholders make decisions and develop programs for the 
realities we are facing. The potential of the tool is very powerful.”  

Southern NSW Innovation Hub is currently working on a new proposal to further expand the 
dashboard into other states and territories, with the plan to come into effect by the end of 2028.  

The Early Insights for More Resilient Communities 2025 project receives funding from the Australian 
Government through the Future Drought Fund. It is led by the University of Canberra’s Wellbeing 
and Resilience Unit with project partners including Southern NSW Innovation Hub, Northern Hub, 
South-West WA Hub, TAS Farm Innovation Hub, and Vic Hub.  

Find out more: https://www.csu.edu.au/research/southern-nsw-drought-resilience-
hub/projects/early-insights-for-more-resilient-communities  

https://www.csu.edu.au/research/southern-nsw-drought-resilience-hub/projects/early-insights-for-more-resilient-communities
https://www.csu.edu.au/research/southern-nsw-drought-resilience-hub/projects/early-insights-for-more-resilient-communities
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---- ENDS ----  
  
 
Media contacts  
 
For interviews with SW WA Hub Director Dr Jo Wisdom, please contact Jessica Scholle on 0449 662 
074 or jessica.scholle@gga.org.au. 
 
For interviews with Southern NSW Hub Director Cindy Cassidy, please contact Lauren Harte at 
Seftons on 0417 210 857  
 
About the Grower Group Alliance and the South-West WA Drought Resilience 
Adoption and Innovation Hub 
The Grower Group Alliance (GGA) is a thriving state-wide network of more than 90 member groups 
from across Western Australia, with a collective membership exceeding 4,000 farm enterprises.  

The South-West WA Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub (SW WA Hub) was established 
in 2021 as one of eight Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hubs nationwide that form part 
of the extensive initiatives delivered via the federal Future Drought Fund aiming to help Australian 
farms and communities prepare for the impacts of drought.  

As a major GGA-led project, the SW WA Hub leverages the GGA grower group network through a 
‘hub and spoke’ model to promote ground-up innovation and help farmers enhance resilience to an 
increasingly variable climate in the South-West WA region. 

Grower groups are among the SW WA Hub’s more than 50 consortium partners, which represent all 
sectors of the WA agricultural supply chain and are providing cash and in-kind co-contributions to 
bring the project to life.  

For full details visit the Hub project page: https://hub.gga.org.au/ 

 
 
About Southern NSW Innovation Hub  
Southern NSW Drought Resilience Adoption and Innovation Hub connects farmers and rural 
communities with practical, modern solutions to adapt to a changing climate. As part of a national 
network, we collaborate with trusted organisations, experts, researchers, and community groups to 
drive sustainable change, with the long-term goal of improved drought resilience.  

Southern NSW Innovation Hub is one of eight Hubs established nationally through funding from the 
Australian Government’s Future Drought Fund. Southern NSW Innovation Hub works closely with its 
partners to create a skilled, flexible network that is able to identify and solve the challenges and 
harness opportunities posed by a changing climate. Southern NSW Innovation Hub partners include 
Charles Sturt University (Hub lead), Australian National University, NSW Local Land Services (LLS), 
NSW Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD), Rural Aid, University of 
Canberra, and the Farming Systems Groups Alliance.  

https://hub.gga.org.au/
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Since its establishment in 2021, the Southern NSW Innovation Hub has played a pivotal role in 
boosting drought and climate resilience across the region. The Hub has invested in 13 on-ground 
projects totalling $19.1 million in cash and $12.8 million in in-kind contributions and has grown its 
total investment portfolio from $19.8 million to $58.8 million in 2024. Independent analysis has 
shown this work may contribute over $127 million in additional regional economic output, 
supporting employment and economic activity throughout southern NSW. In 2024, the Hub was 
recognised with a Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Australian Biosecurity Award for 
its contributions to national biosecurity management. The Hub also partners with First Nations 
organisations, engaging more than 200 participants in 2023 and 2024.  

Visit https://www.csu.edu.au/research/southern-nsw-drought-resilience-hub/home for more 
information. 

https://www.csu.edu.au/research/southern-nsw-drought-resilience-hub/home

